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Dear EMS Colleagues:  
The Georgia Association of EMS has worked for the past year to develop a curriculum for a Leadership Course designed for rural EMS Directors. The effort was made possible with funding from the Department of Community Health through the State Office of Rural Health.  We are particularly indebted to Charles Owens and Patsy Whaley with the State Office or Rural Health.  Without their help this project would not have been possible.  We partnered with the Jiann Ping Hsu College of Public Health at Georgia Southern University to develop this curriculum.   
We are indebted to many of you who were gracious enough to participate in the focus groups and review sessions that were conducted around the State to gain insight into the roles of this position.   We appreciate the input of the State Office of EMS and the Regional Program managers who assisted.  We also recognized the assistance of Mr. Russ Toal and his staff at GSU, Mr.  Dave Wills, with the Association of County Commissioners, Mr. Grant Moore with GEMA and Chief Dave Wall with the Georgia Fire Academy.  All of these, and many more, partners worked to insure that we produced a quality course.

The GAEMS Board is pleased to announce today that we have obtained funding to conduct the initial Rural EMS Leadership Course.  Funding is provided by the Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility (FLEX) Grant and was obtained through the State Office of Rural Health.  The class will be conducted during four (4) one week sessions at GSU in Statesboro and the GPSTC in Forsyth.   This funding will allow us to pay all expenses, except for travel, to and from the course, for participants from counties that are designated “rural” by the State Office of Rural Health.  I have attached a map that lists those counties.  We will accept 20 students from theses counties into the course.  In addition we will accept five (5) students from urban or suburban areas.  We are currently seeking funding to pay the expenses for these students from other sources but that funding has not been secured at this point.  If we are unable to obtain this funding then these students would be responsible for the marginal cost of the course (textbooks, meals, lodging etc).  
We have included with this email:

· The application 
· A map that lists the rural counties as designated by the State Office of Rural.
· The Outline for the course listing and what material is to be presented during each session. The outline also lists the dates these sessions will be conducted.
All these materials may also be found at the GAEMS website www.ga-ems.com  
